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which came into being inside the United Nations soon after the
outbreak of the Korean War in 1950. U Nu attended the
meeting of premiers of South Asian states at Colombo in April-
May 1954, and as one of the 'Colombo Powers' Burma spon-
sored the Bandung Conference of April 1955, probably the
most significant gathering of the post-war period, with its
dramatic emphasis upon the new status of the Asian and
African nations in World Affairs. Somewhat out of focus in a
general view of Burma's foreign policy has been the emphasis
placed upon the establishment of close relations with Israel and
Yugoslavia, which stems from her need, as she sees it, to
identify herself with other small states striving to achieve a
better way of life.
Ever since the Communist victory in China in 1949 re-
lations with the Chinese Republic have assumed an ever-
growing importance. At first India exerted the principal
influence upon Burma's foreign policy; but in 1954 it became
obvious that China's influence was the greater, mainly because
while India's attitude was friendly and open, China presented
a potential threat of increasing magnitude, and her policy was
an enigma. Moreover, infiltration of Chinese into Burma
greatly increased after the Second World War, much of the
i5OO-mile boundary between China and Burma was unde-
marcated, and Chinese maps showed large chunks of Burma
as belonging to China. On the other hand Peking's behaviour was
always 'correct'. It was content to make no trouble out of the
Kuomintang operations in Kentung so long as Burma took
adequate steps to deal with them; it showed no interest in the
Burmese Communists, and it assured Burma that China had
no territorial ambition. In June 1954 Chou En-lai, on his way
home from the Geneva Conference on Indo-China, called in at
Rangoon and the two prime ministers issued a joint com-
munique reaffirming the Five Principles of Co-existence. In
the following December, U Nu returned the visit and further
steps were initiated for closer co-operation. Among other things
it was agreed that in due course a complete delimitation of the
frontier should be made.
The frontier question, however, was not to be so easily
settled. There were two disputed areas, one in the Wa States